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27th June 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We are writing to inform you about the challenging shortfall in funding 

that Sudbourne Primary School is facing and to encourage you to 

support fundraising efforts by the PTA.  As you may be aware, the 

‘austerity’ policies over recent years have led to a reduction in funding 

across public services.  According to the Institute for Fiscal Studies, 

schools have seen an 8% decrease in per pupil funding since 2010.  

Whilst 8% may not sound like much, between 2015 and 2019, the 

schoolcuts.org.uk website estimates that funding for Sudbourne Primary 

School has been at least £300,000 less than it would have been under 

previous policies. Given that school costs are rising faster than inflation, 

this is equivalent to an even larger cut.  

 

Almost every school in Lambeth has faced cuts, as have the majority of 

schools across the country.  At Sudbourne, the governing board and 

senior leadership team have made careful decisions about where to 

cut spending.  Despite this care, some of the cuts that we have to make 

for the 2019-20 academic year are painful, for example, a reduction in 

the number of teaching assistants and midday meal supervisors.  

 

One bright note in this rather gloomy picture has been the contribution 

of parents and carers across our community through PTA fundraising 

events.  The PTA has raised thousands of pounds over these difficult 

years, and as we head into a difficult 2019-20, we thank you for your 

ongoing support.  The PTA will continue to organise fundraising events 

throughout the year, and every £1 that your family contributes through 

these events will be used to support the school to maintain art, music 

and sports education and add to the development and learning 

opportunities of our children.  

 

The school has funding needs that the PTA cannot currently meet.  In 

particular, we would like to raise additional money to support the 

literacy needs of pupils with specific learning needs, as well as funds to 

support our environmental projects (creating a green wall in the  
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playground, maintaining the school’s gardens etc). We hope to see 

many of you out in force for the Summer Fair on Sunday 30th June:  your 

support is needed now, more than ever before.   

 

If you would like to find out more about how you can help to fundraise 

for the school, please email sineadmcb@gmail.com. In particular, we 

encourage those of you who work in corporate environments to see if 

your employer might match-fund or contribute to PTA fundraising.  

Corporate match funding has been the single source of PTA fundraising 

growth over the past two years.  If you feel strongly about this issue, we 

would also encourage you to lobby your MP. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Richard Blackmore     Sinéad Mc Brearty 

Headteacher     Chair of Sudbourne PTA 


