
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17th July 2017 
 

Dear parents & carers, 
 

Here is an update on the leadership team, year 6 results, school expansion and 

the school’s focus on emotional health.  We encourage you to fill in our 

questionnaire which went home in book bags (spare copies are available in the 

office).  We look forward to hearing your feedback.  We will also be setting up 

regular drop-in sessions from September for you to discuss issues with governors 

- more details to follow. 
 

Senior leadership team & staff governor 
 

The governors sincerely thank Milan for all his hard work and dedication and wish 

him luck at Tooting Primary School.  A quick reminder that Sophia Henderson has 

agreed to take on the role of interim headteacher for the next academic year 

and we have appointed John Ridley and Jennifer Stringer to join Sophia and 

Louise Gee on the school leadership team. John will take on the role of deputy 

headteacher, Jennifer will be assistant headteacher with responsibility for 

teaching and learning and Louise will retain her assistant headteacher role 

leading on the curriculum.  The governors would also like to thank Sarah Roden 

for being a staff governor and wish her all the best with her move to Bristol. 

 

Year 6 results 

 

We are delighted with the achievements of Sudbourne year 6 children in their 

KS2 SATS this year. 

• In Reading: 98% of the year achieved the expected standard, compared with 

last year's national figure of 66% 

• In Spelling, Grammar, and Punctuation: 98% of the year achieved the 

expected standard, compared with last year's national figure of 72%  

• In Maths: 91% of the year achieved the expected standard, compared with 

last year's national figure of 70% 

 

Huge congratulations all round! 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Expansion 

 

The school, governors, Lambeth and HLM (architects) have been meeting 

fortnightly to develop the plans for the Mandrell Road junior school. The key 

themes include passive design and an environmentally friendly building, specialist 

teaching rooms (including SEN), external teaching and learning space (including 

growing/cultivation areas) and a flexible hall that can accommodate the whole 

school.   

 

The aim is to finalise the design sufficiently before the summer break to enable 

the architects to work up a full scheme with a view to submitting a planning 

application early next term. We will hopefully obtain planning permission towards 

the end of the year enabling the Council to start on site at the beginning of 2018.  

The timetable we are currently following envisages the Mandrell Road building 

being completed in 2019 with the whole school decanting there for one year 

whilst the existing site is refurbished. The infants would move back to the 

refurbished Sudbourne Road building along with a new intake in 2020. The school 

will build up from that new intake year by year. We will update you again next 

term. 

 

Focus on emotional health  

 

Jo Chevalier presented to the governors on emotional health and wellbeing being 

a key area of focus for the school - basing their understanding of emotional 

health on this definition:  

‘Emotional health is the ability to identify our own emotions and those of 

others, to self motivate ourselves and know how to monitor our emotions 

and those of the people around us.’   

 

Jo presented the following report on how the school is seeking to provide 

children with a strong emotional tool kit to help them regulate and identify their 

own emotions and how to cope when they face challenges.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We picked the ‘Sudbourne top 5’ strands of emotional health:  

 • Grit/growth mindset 

 • Optimism and positive thinking 

 • Gratitude 

 • Self - discipline 

 • Mindfulness and kindness.  

 

We began building our emotional health toolkit by focusing on naming and 

identifying feelings and used the film “Inside Out” as the basis of our 

teaching. All phases have been using a mindfulness focused 5 at the beginning 

of their day. This has helped children learn how to focus their mind, regulate 

their emotions and have a calm start to the day. 

 

We then moved onto our next focus: kindness. Each phase took their own 

focus for the term. In phase 1 the kindness penguins have been setting the 

children kindness challenges. The children have also enjoyed having a secret 

buddy in their class. In Phase 2 the kindness elves have been encouraging the 

children to be kind. Through circle time children have been learning about how 

to put kindness into practice.  Phase 3 have focused on random acts of 

kindness. We have all benefitted from an act of kindness from the kindness 

ninjas! All the classes have enjoyed visual and creative PSHE lessons. 

 

We have also been working with a charity called Head First. They have given 

us training and teaching resources. This term our focus has been on grit and 

growth mindset.  The children have been learning how their brain works and 

what to do if they are faced with challenges. We have been focusing on how 

to create a growth mind-set attitude towards our learning and others. 

 

* * *  

Have a fun filled summer. 

 

Sudbourne Governors 

governors@sudbourne.com  
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