
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17th July 2017 

 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 

I am writing to you following another rewarding and successful year at Sudbourne, which is sadly my last at 

the school…more of which later. I will share a few of our achievements and future plans with you. The staff 

have, yet again, worked tirelessly and it has been a pleasure working with such dedicated, caring and highly 

skilled people, they seem to surpass themselves each year! 

 

Sudbourne will continue to deliver an exciting, stimulating, enjoyable and challenging education to every child.  

I hope that you found the termly Curriculum Outlines informative and helpful.  The children have thoroughly 

enjoyed the interesting topics which they have studied, the visitors which have come into school, and the many 

trips which they have participated in. I should like to extend a warm thank you to so many of you who have 

supported these trips and events.  

 

As the Headteacher of the school I am very proud of the day to day work of all the children, staff, governors 

and parents/carers within our community.  

 

Developments 

 We continue to work closely with the appointed architects and the Local Authority to create draft 

plans for the new site on Mandrel road and to then improve the current site, including the premises 

officers’ house. These draft plans and designs will be shared with you for consultation in the coming 

months. 

 This year, whilst we have been embedding a mastery approach to teaching whilst also improving our 

writing outcomes as well as working on promoting emotional health. To improve writing standards many 

initiatives were introduced such as poetry sharing in our family assembly, star writer displays and 

adults as writers - a weekly sharing of teachers' writing! Alongside these initiatives whole school 

events were organised: DreamGiver – whole school literacy day focusing on keys skills and firing 

enthusiasm for writing; Poetry Slam – a Cluster event where children wrote their own poems and 

performed them to a panel of judges; Reception classes Photosynthesis project to build literacy skills 

through photography; World Book Day – a yearly event to promote a love for reading; Pobble Writing 

workshop for year 5 and 6 children about how to publish writing. As a result we have seen a great 

improvement in writing across the school. 

 We have been focusing our maths teaching this year on embedding a mastery approach, where all 

members of the class work through the same objectives together, at varying depths. The core focus is 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

on fluency, and when children are fluent and confident in a concept, we ask them to reason and explain 

their understanding in words. Finally, we see if they can apply their knowledge to different situations 

and solve problems independently. Challenges are imperative and are provided throughout each lesson 

and available to all children. We have seen a vast improvement in the links and connections that the 

children are making, and their improved vocabulary is allowing them to explain how and why in a more 

sophisticated way. This year, our year 1s have learnt maths using the AlgebraFirst Cuisenaire 

programme which promotes and embeds a deeper understanding of key mathematical concepts.  

We have identified a significant improvement in children's attitudes towards maths; there is less of a 

culture of fear and resignation, and far more grit, determination and overall confidence in their own 

ability which has been a complete joy to witness.  

 Our phonics teaching continues to have very positive outcomes for children.  This year we achieved an 

even higher pass rate for the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check than last year with 98% of children 

reaching age expectations, this is much higher than national standards. 

 The KS1 and KS2 outcomes are very pleasing and will be posted on the school webpage shortly. Once 

again the children and staff have excelled. 

 We have also worked hard this year to fire enthusiasm for learning within a broad curriculum.  We 

greatly enjoyed: Number Day, Mayan Day, Viking Day, Aztec Day, Healthy Eating Garden Party, Sea 

Life Centre visit, performing at the Royal Festival Hall as part of the Lambeth Music Festival, CaveGirl 

- a performance and workshop on life as a cave person and a visit from the London Fire Brigade. 

Throughout the year all the classes continued to make visits outside of the school as part of our 

Creative Curriculum.  This term the whole school topic was Around the World which culminated in our 

International Extravaganza 2017 which was a celebration of all our cultural heritages with music and 

food from all over the world and children dressed in their national costumes.  

 The chickens have continued to be a focus for our children, especially the nursery. The “girls” have 

been laying up to five eggs a day and the children have continued to be involved in their care. We have 

a rota to enable each class to share in collecting the eggs and taking scraps from the kitchen to feed 

them.  

 Once again the classes took part in the 'Mr Potatohead' potato growing awards. The children grew, 

harvested and weighed their potatoes finishing the cycle by preparing a potato salad to share. Class 4 

had the heaviest yield and will be awarded the 'Mr Potatohead' cup. 

 We continue to take advantage of the excellent ICT facilities at the City Learning Centre (CLC) in 

Clapham where our children go to learn amazing skills such as computer programming and animation.  

Our Phase 2 children learnt how to programme lego robots and our Phase 1 learnt how to create their 

own computer games and to debug simple programmes. 

 Curriculum outlines for all year groups continue to be sent out to parents each term (6 times/year) to 

keep you informed of what your child is learning in all areas of the curriculum. These outlines also 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

include tips for parents to help your child at home as well as other useful information on the topics 

your child would be taking each term. 

 We continued to produce mid-term mini reports as in previous years.  Parents receive three reports a 

year on their child’s academic progress. 

 The Sudbourne website continues to be a very important communication tool.  The Parents & 

Community section of the website is also used as a very useful communication tool to update parents 

and the wider community on our various projects and achievements.   

 Sudbourne’s Twitter account now has 1,774 followers and @Sudbourne Child, we have 771 followers.  

Classes are on a weekly rotation and so you will have received Twitter updates from Nursery to Year 6 

telling you about the exciting things they are doing that week.  This year, again, our Year 6 pupils used 

it while on their School Journey to Bournemouth and other classes have used it while out on their 

various trips. 

 Sudbourne children have been very active again this year fundraising for various charities: Water Aid 

– we raised a staggering £1060.50 from Phase 3’s sponsored walk, £188.15 for Book Aid International 

from our Cake Bake Sale, Red Nose Day/Comic Relief £155.53 and £340 for the NSPCC from Number 

Day. We also raised money for the victims of the local Brixton fire in September which affected 

several families in our Sudbourne community and as part of giving back to the local community, the 

whole school made and wrote messages of kindness in Christmas cards for some of our older 

neighbours in association with the local charity South London Cares.  

 The Student Council continue to hold weekly meetings to discuss local and global issues.  They have 

focused particularly this year on the environment and air pollution and they have been involved with 

LendwithCare charity. Our Student Council were again invited to attend WE Day at Wembley Stadium 

in recognition of their charity work. 

 We continue to collaborate with the Norwood and Brixton Food Bank which has been enormously 

successful and they are very appreciative of all of our efforts. The donations from food bought at our 

International Extravaganza will be going to the Norwood and Brixton Foodbank.  Your generous 

donations have been a great help to the local community – a grateful thank you for your help.  

 Sudbourne participated in many sporting events in 2016-7. We competed in number of tournaments and 

competitions such as athletics, football, cricket, hockey, swimming, gymnastics, netball and rugby. We 

had some great success in above mentioned competitions. The Sportshall Athletics team finished in 

very respectful 5th place out of 40 Lambeth schools.  Our greatest success came in the football 

tournament where we won the Lambeth finals and Sudbourne represented the Borough of Lambeth at 

the London Youth Games.  

 Spanish lessons continue to be taught to all of the Key Stage 1 children in addition to Key Stage 2 – 

from Year 1 to Year 6.  

 Private music tuition (guitar and keyboard) continue to be made available at school this year through a 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

partnership with ACEG.   

 The Year 6 pupils attended a hugely enjoyable and successful school journey to Bournemouth. It was 

an exhausting five days but an extremely valuable experience to all the children. 

 We continued to support parents with the difficult process of secondary school transfers and we will 

continue to assist in any way possible. We also continue to offer support to our Year 6 pupils to 

prepare for their secondary admission tests with after school sessions of verbal and non-verbal 

reasoning tuition. This year our Year 6 pupils were allocated secondary school places in 14 different 

schools. 

 We continue with the range of after school activities.  They include: Funky Monkey Keyboards, Tennis, 

Touch Rugby, Zumba, Football, Table Tennis, Athletics, Film, Arts & Craft, Lego, Girls Sport, 

Gardening, Sculpture, Karate, Sketching, Board Games, Improvised Dance and French Club. The French 

Club made their annual, day visit to France.  Many thanks to Sally Cornforth for her expertise and 

commitment in arranging another successful trip. 

 Kids’ City continues to provide an extended day provision for families. The school site can offer 

provision for children from 7:45am (Breakfast Club) until 6:00pm. 

 Many children participated in various activities throughout the year including: Christmas Shows, 

Foundation Stage Graduation, Year 2 Graduation and the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly production of ‘The 

Lion King.’  

 We held three Parent Teacher evenings with excellent attendance rates – many thanks to you all, you 

have been very supportive parents and carers. 
 

Staffing 

As you know, Miss Sophia Henderson has been appointed as Acting Headteacher. Miss Henderson has been 

at the school for over 12 years and is familiar with all aspects of the school. She will be an inspirational 

leader. We also have the following new members of staff joining us in September: 

 Mr John Ridley, Deputy Headteacher 

 Ms Jennifer Stringer, Assistant Headteacher 

 Mrs Sophie Osborne, teacher 

 Ms Nicola Barnham, teacher 

 Mr Jordan Cascoe, teacher 

 Ms Neha Luthra, teacher 

 Ms Sharne Mortier, teacher 

 Ms Michelle Vale, teacher 

 Ms Maria Balogun, teaching assistant 

 Ms Sigrun Hardardottir, teaching assistant 

 Ms Camila Costa, teaching assistant 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Mrs Kamila Chakar, teaching assistant 

 
 

Sadly, we say goodbye to staff who are leaving us and thank them for their enormous contributions: 

 Ms Amy Tomkins, SENCO 

 Ms Stevie Boreham, teacher 

 Ms Sarah Roden, teacher 

 Ms Alice Noble, teacher 

 Ms Tess Broach, teacher 

 Mr John Levick, teaching assistant 

 Ms Naomi Olumegbon, teaching assistant 

 Ms Katie Pyers, teaching assistant 

 Mr Finlay McGow, teaching assistant 

 Ms Briony Richardson, Administrative Officer 

 

Ms Jeanne Milstein will be replacing Ms Amy Tomkins as our SENCO. 

 

PTA  

Our sincere thanks go to the PTA and parents for all their hard work in fundraising for the school.  They have 

raised over £17,000 this year and they have helped fund several projects: the 2016 Christmas Panto, a road 

safety play, ‘Feet First,’ Anti-Bullying, African Drumming, Cave Girl and Viking workshops and they have also 

paid for Phase 2’s field trip to the River Thames and for coaches for Phase 1 to visit the Science Museum. On 

behalf of all the staff, pupils, parents and governors of Sudbourne Primary School I should like to thank all 

the PTA members for all their hard work and dedication throughout the year.   They have organized so many 

successful events: Winter and Summer Fairs, Jumble/Swish Sales, Ceilidh, School Discos as well as Quiz 

Nights.  They have implemented easyfundraising.com which is an easy way for parents/carers to donate cash 

to our school when they make purchases online.  There are so many parents to thank that there is not enough 

space to list them all here.  However, very special mentions must go to: Lucie Hackman, Ashleigh Gill, Paula 

Webb, Melanie Howlett-Khera, Sinead McBreaty, Emmanuelle Atzmon, Helen Eger, Oona Bannon, Lynda Mills, 

Rebecca and Jason Leitch, Angela Bardens and Louise Gee and Kemi Arogundade for liaising with the PTA on 

many projects.  

 

The PTA has made a huge impact in the lives of our children here at Sudbourne for which we are deeply 

grateful. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Governing Body 

Our sincere thanks go to the governing body for all their hard work and for giving up so much of their time to 

the school.  The governing body has worked tirelessly on many important issues for the school. They have been 

extremely hardworking and thorough in order to ensure that we continue to deliver the best possible 

outcomes for our children.  We would like to thank Hannah Sheehan, Chair, Penny Porter-Mill, Vice Chair,  

Sarah Blakeston, Nicky Bradbury, James Lai, Shane Carmichael, Cynthia Winifred, Paul Gill, Holly Mellors and 

Melanie Howlett-Khera as well as Sandra Reid and Sarah Roden who stepped down this year. 

 

Dates  

School finishes on Thursday 20th July at 2:00pm and children in classes 1-9 return on Tuesday 5th 

September.  The Nursery children’s last day is Wednesday 19th July and Nursery and Reception children 

start on different dates.  Parents/carers with children in those year groups will have been informed of their 

start dates. 

 

Next Year’s Class Teachers  

Caroline Ferrari and Michelle Vale - Nursery teachers  

Katy Dickinson – Reception teacher, Class 11 

Keri Dougal – Reception teacher, Class 10  

Ellie Hughes – Year 1 teacher, Class 9 

Sharne Mortier - Year 1/2 teacher, Class 8    

Neha Luthra – Year 2 teacher, Class 7 

Selina Campbell – Year 3 teacher, Class 6 

Nicola Barnham - 3/4 teacher, Class 5 

Sophie Osborne - Year 4 teacher, Class 4 

Alice Packer – Year 5/6 teacher, Class 3 

Chloe Hasler - Year 5/6 teacher, Class 2 

Jordan Cascoe - Year 5/6 teacher, Class 1 
 

I am sure that you will join me in thanking every member of staff for their efforts in making Sudbourne 

Primary School such a success. I would like to thank them for their dedication, enthusiasm and skill over the 

year. Sudbourne is very fortunate to have such a talented, creative and caring team who deliver exceptional 

outcomes for all of our children.  I would also like to thank you, parents/carers, for being so supportive of our 

school: for attending the various meetings and events we hold at school as well as thank you your enthusiasm 

and support in all of our fundraising initiatives.  
 

I wish you all a restful, relaxing and enjoyable summer break.  I know Miss Henderson is enthusiastically 

anticipating working with you all in September to ensure that Sudbourne Primary School continues to thrive so 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

that we may build upon our many achievements.  

 

Please remember that school will finish for classes 1-11, on Thursday 20th July at 2:00pm.  Nursery classes 

finish Wednesday 19th July.  School will reopen again for Classes 1-9 on Tuesday 5th September. Nursery and 

Reception classes have different start dates of which you will have been informed. 
 

 

Finally, on a personal note, I wanted to say goodbye and thank you to each and every one of the school 

community.  

 

I have proudly served the school since 2005 and it has been an immense honour to do so. The time is right for 

a change and this is an exciting opportunity for the school to grow and develop under new leadership as it 

expands onto two sites. I have enjoyed my time at Sudbourne and have been privileged to have worked 

alongside the most dedicated, professional and caring staff and governors. There is a real sense of community 

and spirit which makes the school such a special place to be.  

 

The children at Sudbourne have made my job incredibly rewarding and satisfying and I leave with a heavy 

heart.  Watching them grow and learn has been immensely fulfilling and will stay with me always.  I should like 

to thank all the parents and carers who have wished me well and who have supported the school.  

 

During my time at the school there has been laughter, tears, joy and a great deal of fun along the way.  

Sudbourne has been a huge part of my life and I shall always cherish the many wonderful memories I have had 

whilst working here.  
 

Thank you all for your help and support over the years. I will always fondly remember my time at the school.  
 

Goodbye and thank you all. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Milan Stevanovic 

Headteacher  


