
Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London 

October Half term 2017 
Please look at organisations’ websites to double check times and arrangements 

 
 

Horniman Museum - Hands on Base – A World of Stories 
Horniman Museum, 100 Forest Road, London, SE23 3PQ 

www.horniman.ac.uk 020 8699 1872 
Open to all 

Sunday 22nd October 11am – 1230pm 
Monday and Friday 23rd and 27th October 11am – 1230; 2 – 3.30pm 

FREE drop in  
Discover the collections that make the Horniman special in our Hands on Base. 

Touch, see, smell and hear real things ranging from African masks to spice jars, from 
pueblo drums to sharks jaws. Then use your explorer skills to discover the rest of the 
Museum and Gardens in a new way. Drop in anytime between 11am and 1230pm. 

All welcome.  
 

Horniman Halloween Fair 
(address above) 

Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th October 
1030 – 4.30pm FREE 

Spooky Storytelling sessions as part of the Halloween Fair at: 11am – 1130; 12 – 
1230; 1 – 1.30pm, 2.30 – 3pm, 3.30 – 4pm. 

Tickets required children £5.00; adults £1.00 check website (children must be 
accompanied by an adult). www.horniman.ac.uk 

 
 

Drawing Sunday at National Gallery 
Pigott Education Centre,.  

The National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, WC2N 5DN 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

Sunday 22nd October, 11am – 1230pm; 2 – 3.30pm 
Take part in a procession through Florence and draw the amazing people, costumes, 

animals and instruments you see on the way.  
FREE. Places limited – allocated on arrival (arrive early to avoid disappointment). 

Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
 

 

#OctoberBreak 
The Windmill Gardens, Blenheim Gardens, SW2 

Monday to Friday 23 – 27 October 
10am – 3.30pm 

FREE half term activities for 8 – 16 year olds. 
Multi sports, football, biking.  

07706 179851 (limited places – first come, first served) 
 
 

http://www.horniman.ac.uk/


Brixton Windmill – Halloween Horrors 
Windmill Gardens, West end of Blenheim Gardens, Off Brixton Hill, SW2 5EU 

www.brixtonwindmill.org 
Sunday 29th October 2 – 5pm 
Suggested donation £2.00.  

Brixton Windmill's annual pumpkin party and spooky storytelling event returns with all 
the old favourites and some new family activities too. Along with our pumpkin carving 

workshop this year you can learn how to save, package and store your pumpkin 
seeds so that next year you can grow your own batch in time for carving. We'll also 
be making gruesome goblin decorations with gourds for you to take home, and our 
resident face painter will be on hand to finish off your scary costumes. There'll be 
storytelling inside the windmill and at the end of the event we'll light up our carved 
pumpkins as the sun sets on Windmill Gardens. We have a suggested donation of 
£2 to cover some of the costs of activities but please also remember to bring your 

own pumpkin to carve on the day! 
 
 

Magic Lanterns 
Sir John Soane Museum, 13 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London WC2A 3BP, 020 7405 

2107 www.soane.org. nearest tube: Holborn (5 minutes walk); buses:59 to Kingsway 
Thursday 26th October 11am – 3pm 

FREE Suitable for all ages 
Make your own Magic Lantern with spooky drawings to scare your friends this 

Halloween. 
The Great Belzoni – the amazing man who discovered Sir John Soane’s 

sarcophagus - spent time as a performer before becoming an Egyptologist. He was 
fascinated by ‘phantasmagoria’ shows, where magic lanterns were used to cast 
moving images which bewitched and frightened their audience. At this drop-in 

workshop, you can make your own spooky Magic Lantern with a series of images for 
your own phantasmagoria performance. 

This event is designed for adults and children to enjoy together, so all ages are 
welcome. We just ask that children remain supervised. It's totally free so no need to 

book - just drop-in at any time and stay as long as you like! 
 
 

The Big Botanical Draw 
The South London Botanical Institute, 323 Norwood Road, SE24 9AQ, 020 8674 

5787 www.slbi.org.uk 
Sunday 29th October 11am – 3pm 

FREE – all ages welcome, materials provided 
The Big Botanical DrawCome and draw anything and everything botanical using a 

variety of media, and have an opportunity for a closer look through a 
microscope.   The topic is based around food plants, so lots of interesting inks and 

patterns as well.  The house, garden and the garden café will all be open.   Art 
Exhibition: Food and Forage - Vegetable Fauvism and Fruit Impressions will also be 

held during the day. 
 

Jenny Smith, Partnership Manager, Brixton Learning Collaborative, www.brixtonlearning 
collaborative.wordpress.com 
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