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Welcome to 
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In our classrooms

EYFS 
What will you see?

A short, teacher-led literacy carpet 
session based on their reading topic 
book; communication and language; 
speaking and listening.

The carpet session will be followed 
by free flow activities and a writing 
focus activity to connect learning 
from the carpet session.



How does CUSP work within the EYFS?

What does writing look like in 
the EYFS?

Writing, in both Nursery and Reception is 
completed through structured story times.

A key text is shared every week, which informs 
our literacy carpet sessions. 

The children are introduced to key, new 
vocabulary from the book and are encouraged to 
use this in their play during free flow.



How does CUSP work within the EYFS?

What is a CUSP reading spine?

CUSP has a wonderful and well researched reading spine. 
It is vibrantly diverse with many world-renowned 
authors, illustrators and main characters from diverse 
backgrounds.

It focuses on the holistic development of a child’s social, 
emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order to build a 
solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and 
well-being. 
 
Our books are both cross curricular and topical - based 
on a season, cultural event or key area of learning with 
the EYFS curriculum.



How does CUSP work within the EYFS?

What else might I see?

Reading and writing are inextricably linked.  You may 
see lots of mark making, where children are 
beginning to ascribe meanings to the marks they 
make. 

They may also be transcribing their ideas from the 
carpet session, or other thought processes, into 
writing. 

They will be supported to use their phonetic 
knowledge to write sounds, words, captions, 
phrases and sentences based on the story they are 
reading at carpet time. This supports children to 
make cross- curricular links in their learning.



How does CUSP work within the EYFS?

What do you mean by making cross-curricular links ?

Here is an example of an Art and Design reading book from the CUSP reading spine. 
It has strong links with literacy, language, communication, maths, PSED (personal,
Social and Emotional Development) ,PD (physical development) and other areas 
from within the EYFS.

A writing focus activity can range from retelling a narrative 
to writing a letter based on the book or even a caption for an art picture. 



How does CUSP work within the EYFS?

What is the end goal? Dynamic tripod grip gives 
ultimate control and 

articulation of the pencil.



CUSP Writing 

Welcome to 
Open Classrooms

Phase 1



In our classrooms

What will you see?

Year 1
A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 
topic of Instructional Writing.

Children will be planning how to make a 
sandwich via creating a diagram. They will be 
challenged to write a list of ingredients and 
resources needed.

This week is focusing on the prerequisites 
needed to write an independent set of 
instructions such as fronted adverbials.
 

What will you see?

Year 2
A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 
topic of story structures - narrative retelling.

Children will be introduced to the planning 
structure of a narrative; characters; settings;  key 
events; resolution.

Following on from this, children will be retelling a 
familiar traditional tale using adverbs and 
adjectives. 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of our 
writing topics in year 3. 

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of 
our writing topics in year 
4.

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

A typical learning 
sequence follows this 
order.

A whole class key 
vocabulary challenge is 
completed after each 
connect slide.

 



In our classrooms

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build 
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal 

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked 
examples 

Attempt - practise taught content

Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and 
integration 



In our classrooms
What else might I see?

Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing their 
sentences or discussing ideas with their partners. 
They may also be using RWI sound mats to sound 
out their words.

Children will transition from the carpet to their 
tables, when it is time for independent work. They 
may work in groups as well as independently. 

You may also see children using a pencil or pen, 
developing their cursive writing or practising on a 
whiteboard.

 

Dynamic tripod grip gives 
ultimate control and 

articulation of the pencil.



In our classrooms
What is the end goal?
To be at age-related expectations, children should be doing all of these bullet points consistently by the end of 
their respective years,  1/2.
                                  Year 1                                       Year 2
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In our classrooms
What will I expect to see?

Year 3/4

A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 topic of Third Person 
Adventure Stories.

Teaching  will be focusing on the use of fronted adverbials at the 
beginning of sentences. It will also encompass a range of fronted 
adverbials that depict time, place and manner.

Hillary will be focusing on how speech can be used to develop characters 
in a narrative.

Children will be provided with a stimuli, orally rehearse their ideas with 
their peers and then transcribe their ideas into a short paragraph.



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of 
our writing topics for 
cycle 1. 

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of 
our writing topics for 
cycle 2  - this academic 
year.

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

A typical learning 
sequence follows this 
order.

A whole class key 
vocabulary challenge is 
completed after each 
connect slide.

 



In our classrooms

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build 
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal 

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked 
examples 

Attempt - practise taught content

Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and 
integration 



In our classrooms
What else might I see?

Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing 
their sentences or discussing ideas with their 
partners. They may also be using RWI sound 
mats to sound out their words.

Children may work with an adult or completely 
independently. They may ask their peers for 
advice.

You may also see children using a pencil or pen, 
developing their cursive writing or practising on 
a whiteboard.

 

Dynamic tripod grip gives 
ultimate control and 

articulation of the pencil.



In our classrooms

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of 
these bullet points consistently by 
the end of Year 3.

 



In our classrooms

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of 
these bullet points consistently by 
the end of Year 4.
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In our classrooms

What will you see?

Year 5
A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 
topic of myths and Legends.

Children will be writing their own resolution 
to the myth using their plans written last 
week. The focus today will be relative 
clauses.

This week is focusing using the plan to 
conclude  the outcome of their own myth.
 

What will you see?

Year 6
A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 topic of 
Poems that create Images and Explore Vocabulary.

Children will be adding verses uses puns and word 
play.

This week the focus is on features of a poem, 
performing and adding further verses of their own.



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of 
our writing topics for 
cycle 1 

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

Here is an overview of 
our writing topics for 
cycle 2 

 



In our classrooms

What does CUSP 
look like in the 
classroom?

A typical learning 
sequence follows this 
order.

A whole class key 
vocabulary challenge is 
usually completed after 
each connect slide.

 



In our classrooms

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build 
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal 

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked 
examples 

Attempt - practise taught content

Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and 
integration 



In our classrooms
What might I see?

Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing 
their sentences or discussing ideas with their 
partners. 

Children may work with an adult or completely 
independently. They may ask their peers for 
advice.

You may also see children using a pencil or pen, 
developing their cursive writing or practising on 
a whiteboard.

 



Key Performance Indicators

.

 

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of these 
bullet points consistently by the end 
of Year 5.



Key Performance Indicators

.

 

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of these 
bullet points consistently by the end 
of Year 6.


