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In our classrooms

What will you see?

A short, teacher-led literacy carpet
session based on their reading topic
book; communication and language;
speaking and listening.

The carpet session will be followed
by free flow activities and a writing
focus activity to connect learning
from the carpet session.
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What does writing look like in
the EYFS?

Writing, in both Nursery and Receptionis
completed through structured story times.

A key text is shared every week, which informs
our literacy carpet sessions.

The children are introduced to key, new

vocabulary from the book and are encouraged to
use this in their play during free flow.
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Foundational
Knowledge

For each area of learning,
granular detail about what
pupils should know and
be able to do as they
move through the phases
of the EYFS

The ‘end points’

Qe

Structured Storytime

The core texts that will
introduce pupils to the
language, ideas and
concepts that they will
need to secure at different
points through the EYFS

The "hook’

Opportunities and
Experiences

Ideas for how pupils will
embed the foundational
knowledge through direct
teaching, guided activity
and independent play

The ‘menu’




What is a CUSP reading spine?

CUSP has awonderful and well researched reading spine.
It is vibrantly diverse with many world-renowned
authors, illustrators and main characters from diverse
backgrounds.

It focuses on the holistic development of a child’s social,
emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order to build a
solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and
well-being.

Our books are both cross curricular and topical - based
on a season, cultural event or key area of learning with
the EYFS curriculum.
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Development
Matters

Non-statutory curriculum guidance
for the early years foundation stage
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Statutory framework
for the early years
foundation stage

Setting the standards for learning,
development and care for children from
birth to five




What else might | see?

Reading and writing are inextricably linked. You may' A”(V’J;‘\’)A—-Q‘“-J"e‘ o
see lots of mark making, where children are -
beginning to ascribe meanings to the marks they \
make. ge’ R
They may also be transcribing their ideas from the
carpet session, or other thought processes, into o=, i@ ''''''
writing. Development siRTH TO 5

oo S MATTERS [l My
They will be supported to use their phonetic mm—— foundation stage
knowledge to write sounds, words, captions, T '0 .

phrases and sentences based on the story they are
reading at carpet time. This supports children to
make cross- curricular links in their learning.
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What do you mean by making cross-curricular links ?

Here is an example of an Art and Design reading book from the CUSP reading spine.
It has strong links with literacy, language, communication, maths, PSED (personal, ,
Social and Emotional Development) ,PD (physical development) and other areas™”: .‘ 3
from within the EYFS. e

lﬁ Foundational Knowledge

Recognise and name the primary and secondary colours and know how to mix the primary colours to make secondary colours.
Recognise and create different patterns (up to 1/2/3 patterns) using loose parts and shapes. Describe patterns using correct
vocabulary. Name at least two different artists (Mondrian).

Awriting focus activity can range from retelling a narrative s

to writing a letter based on the book or even a caption for an art picture. Rich mathematics

+
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What is the end goal? Dynamic tripod grip gives

ultimate control and
articulation of the pencil.

_rs s geed o o v oty
ey e s g b o

ELG: Fine Motor Skills Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent
writing - using the tripod grip in almost all cases.

Palmergrip | Pronate grip
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Dynamic tripod grip |

[

Writing ELG

Children at the expected level of development will:
* Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
« Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a

letter or letters;
« Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
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In our classrooms

What will you see?

A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2
topic of Instructional Writing.

Children will be planning how to make a
sandwich via creating a diagram. They will be
challenged to write a list of ingredients and
resources needed.

This week is focusing on the prerequisites
needed to write an independent set of
instructions such as fronted adverbials.
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What will you see?

Year 2

Ateacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2
topic of story structures - narrative retelling.

Children will be introduced to the planning
structure of a narrative; characters; settings; key
events; resolution.

Following on from this, children will be retelling a
familiar traditional tale using adverbs and
adjectives.




What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of our
writing topics inyear 3.
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 1
2025 - (Y3) (Y3) (Y3) (Y3) (Y3) (Y3)
2026
Week 1 Flexible Block Third Person Advance Instructional Third Person Dialogue Through
Y3 CUSP Strong Start 1 Wk Narrative Writing Narrative Narratives
(animal stories) 1 Wkcont... (animal stories) (Historical Stories)
Poetry on a theme Formal Letters to 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks
(emotions) Complain Flexible Block
1 Wk 2 Wks Non-Chronological 1 Wk Flexible Block Poetry on a theme
Reports 1 Wk (emotions)
First Person Dialogue Through 3 Wks First Person Narrative
Narrative Narratives descriptions Formal Letters to

from other cultures)
1 Wk

Flexible Block
Wk

Enrichment
1 Wk




In our classrooms

What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of
our writing topics in year
4,
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Phase 2
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 2 (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4)
2024 -
2025 Week 1 Critical Analysis of Stories from Other Third Person Stories from Other Critical Analysis of
CUSP Strong Start Narrative Poetry Cultures Adventure Stories Cultures Narrative Poetry
Y4 2 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks
Poems which
explore form Third Person Persuasive Writing Poems which explore | First Person Dlary News Reports
1 Wk Adventure Stories (adverts) form Entries 2 Wks
3 Wks 2 Wks (Enrichment) 2 Wks
Persuasive Writing 1 Wk Explanatory Texts
(adverts) News Report Flexible Block 2 Wks
1 Wk 2 Wks Flexible Block 1 Wk
1 Wk Flexible Block
First Person Dlary Flexible Block 1 Wk
Entries 1 Wk
2 Wks
Flexible Block
1 Wk




In our classrooms

What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Atypical learning
sequence follows this
order.

A whole class key
vocabulary challenge is
completed after each
connect slide.
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Learning Sequence:
Y2 Simple retelling of a narrative (Block A)

Part: 1/3

Focus: explicit teaching of the grammatical structures and text conventions required

” Connect

@ Explain {QE Example @ Attempt
222

v Apply / Challenge ég Vg

1
%> Vocabulary — connect

oo

saddest

Connect the two words above by building a ‘pathway’ of other words.
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In our classrooms

w B N 4

Connect Explain Example Attempt Apply Challenge 2 2

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked
examples

Attempt - practise taught content
Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and
integration
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In our classrooms

-

What e’se might ’ See? ELG: Fine Motor Skills H;Idapenile.ffectively i,nrpreparation for fluent
writing - using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
[ ramergrip | Pronate grp
Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing their g %
sentences or discussing ideas with their partners. |

They may also be using RWI sound mats to sound

|igh »e oW (005 . >
out their words. - & e § ——
00, ara or : [lair amlfi @[‘—

Children will transition from the carpet to their =~ sse % \

tables, whenit is time for independent work. They | R’ == '

may work in groups as well as independently. T F ofei ™ Dynamic tripod grip gives
e T ] T T ultimate control and

You may also see children using a pencil or pen, . ..-MK b articulation of the pencil.

developing their cursive writing or practisingona [« &| & & “'ey
whiteboard. ;
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In our classrooms

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations, children should be doing all of these bullet points consistently by the end of
their respective years, 1/2.
Year 2

Working at the expected standard — After discussion with the teacher can:
e Write varied sentences in order to create short narratives and non-fiction texts.

Working at the expected standard — After discussion with the teacher can:
o Write simple narratives and about real events.

o Use some features of different text types.

e Use full stops and capital letters for most sentences and use question marks (?) when
needed.

o Begin sentences with a capital letter some of the time.

Use full stops to end a sentence some of the time.

o Use adjectives in expanded noun phrases to describe. (e.g. the huge, crumbling castle)

Use some adjeclives to describe.
Use the conjunction ‘and to link ideas and sentences. e Stay in past or present tense for most of a piece of writing.

Use capital letters for names, places, the days of the week and the personal pronoun ‘I". e Use conjunctions and, but or so (for coordination) and when, if and because (for subordination)
in sentences.

Begin to use question marks and exclamation marks.

e Spell most words containing previously taught phonemes and GPCs accurately. e Sound out words into phonemes (sounds) and choose the correct letters, spelling many words
« Spell most Y1 common exception words and days of the week accurately correctly.
e Use -s and -es to form regular plurals correctly. e Spell many common exception words

Use the prefix ‘un’. e Use apostrophes to spell some contractions (e.g. don't, didn't, I'm, couldn't, they're, it's)

Add the suffixes —ing, -ed, -er and —est to some root words

e Make sure capital letters are the correct size (bigger than most lower case letters) and

* Write lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place direction
with a good level of consistency. ’
e Use finger spaces between words. e Use spaces between words.
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A 4
redients for Success: Y3 Th;rgi Person na

Example
They had then watched with delight from behing ghe
as she and the other small birds swung like armb:z -m

. the blue tit retreqted .

Use astory map or boxng up to help pln the st pare of
story.

heavy, iron grey

bitterly cold
cold tightened its grp on the garden

adjectives, expandednoun phrases
advesls, prepositions.
similes | metaphors

A fully grown human appeared and tipped a small pile of
crumbs and fruit peces onto the flat surface of the bird
table, calling, “Dinner time! Come and get it my feathered
friends.”

It had been a long, harsh winter.

q

AN A
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In our classrooms

What will | expect to see?

A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 topic of Third Person
Adventure Stories.

Teaching will be focusing on the use of fronted adverbials at the
beginning of sentences. It will also encompass a range of fronted
adverbials that depict time, place and manner.

Hillary will be focusing on how speech can be used to develop characters
in anarrative.

Children will be provided with a stimuli, orally rehearse their ideas with
their peers and then transcribe their ideas into a short paragraph.
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In our classrooms

What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of
our writing topics for
cycle 1.
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Cycle 1
2025 -
2026

Y3

e
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
(v3) (v3) (v3) (v3) (Y3) (Y3)
Week 1 Flexible Block Third Person Advance Instructional Third Person Dialogue Through
CUSP Strong Start 1 Wk Narrative Writing Narrative Narratives
(animal stories) 1 Wkcont... (animal stories) (Historical Stories)
Poetry on a theme Formal Letters to 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks
(emotions) Complain Flexible Block
1 Wk 2 Wks Non-Chronological 1 Wk Flexible Block Poetry on a theme
Reports 1 Wk (emotions)
First Person Dialogue Through 3 Wks First Person Narrative 1 Wk
Narrative Narratives descriptions Formal Letters to
Descriptions (Historical Stories) | Advance Instructional 2 Wks Complain Advanced
2 Wks 3 Wks Writing 2 Wks Instructional Writing
1 Wk Performance Poetry 2 Wks

Non-Chronological
Reports 3 Wks

Performance Poetry
(including poems

(Including poetryfrom

other cultures)

from other cultures)
1 Wk

Flexible Block
1 Wk

Enrichment
1 Wk




In our classrooms

What does CUSP |

look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of
our writing topics for
cycle 2 -this academic
year.

| Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 2 (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4) (Y4)
2024 -
2025 Week 1 Critical Analysis of Stories from Other Third Person Stories from Other Critical Analysis of
CUSP Strong Start Narrative Poetry Cultures Adventure Stories Cultures Narrative Poetry
Y4 2 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks
Poems which
explore form Third Person Persuasive Writing Poems which explore | First Person Dlary News Reports
1 Wk Adventure Stories (adverts) form Entries 2 Wks
3 Wks 2 Wks (Enrichment) 2 Wks
Persuasive Writing 1 Wk Explanatory Texts |
(adverts) News Report Flexible Block 2 Wks
1 Wk 2 Wks Flexible Block 1 Wk
1 Wk Flexible Block
First Person Dlary Flexible Block 1 Wk
Entries 1 Wk
2 Wks
Flexible Block
1 Wk
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In our classrooms

What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Atypical learning
sequence follows this
order.

A whole class key
vocabulary challenge is
completed after each
connect slide.
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Learning Sequence:
Year 4: Third person adventure stories (Block A)

Part: 1/3

Focus: explicit teaching of the grammatical structures and text conventions required

” Connect

@ Explain {ﬁz' Example @ Attempt
A22

M Apply / Challenge ﬁg

1
> Vocabulary - reason

Put these words in order according to their strength of meaning.

often

occasionally | -

frequently

T

sometimes

s S il
5 (101 ¢
oy

|
B
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In our classrooms

w B N 4

Connect Explain Example Attempt Apply Challenge 2 2

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked
examples

Attempt - practise taught content
Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and
integration
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In our classrooms

-

What e’se might ’ See? ELG: Fine Motor Skills H;Idapenile.ffectively i,nrpreparation for fluent
writing - using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
i e |
Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing g %
their sentences or discussing ideas with their |

partners. They may also be using RWI sound e o P | -
mats to sound out their words. KRR & i S / (\
00, ar g [[or ¢ |lair ir ynamic tripod grip
& & & 4 % ket
Children may work with an adult or completely =~ s U S L
independently. They may ask their peers for “RA '
advice. el S N Dynamic tripod grip gives
SRS s e et e ultimate control and
You may also see children using a pencil or pen, . ..-MK - = articulation of the pencil.
developing their cursive writing or practising on I 0
a whiteboard. -
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In our classrooms

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of
these bullet points consistently by
the end of Year 3.

CUSPA
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Working at the expected standard — After discussion with the teacher can:

Write simple narratives and about real events with an understanding of purpose and audience

Begin to organise writing into paragraphs

Use full stops and capital letters question marks and exclamation marks.

Use adjectives in expanded noun phrases to describe. (e.g. the huge, crumbling castle)

Use commas in lists and apostrophes to show possession and contractions accurately.

Use inverted commas in direct speech.

Begin to use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show time, place and cause.

Use subordinate clauses.

Use ‘a’ or ‘and’ correctly most of the time.

Spell many words with prefixes and suffixes correctly (e.g. in-, dis-, anti-, -ly, -ous, -ation)

Spell some homophones correctly (e.g which and witch)

Spell some of the Year 3 and Year 4 Spelling words correctly.

To use consistent joined handwriting most of the time.




In our classrooms

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of
these bullet points consistently by
the end of Year 4.
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Working at the expected standard — After discussion with the teacher can:

e \Write simple narratives and non-fiction pieces with consistent and appropriate structure.

e Write narratives with a clear beginning, middle and end and coherent plot.

e Proof-read confidently recognising and amending where verbs and subjects don’t agree or
inconsistent tenses.

Consistently organise writing into paragraphs around a theme.

e Maintain an accurate tense throughout a piece of writing.

Use Standard English verb inflections accurately, e.g ‘we were’ rather than ‘we was’, ‘| did’
rather than ‘I done’

e Use full range of punctuation from previous year groups accurately including direct speech.

e Use adjectives in expanded noun phrases with prepositional phrases. (e.g. The ferocious
dragon with the shiny scales.)

e Use nouns or pronouns appropriately to aid cohesion and avoid repetition e.g. he, she, they,
it.

e Use fronted adverbials, e.g. As quick as a flash, Last weekend; usually demarcated with
commas.

e Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show time, place and cause.

e Spell all words with prefixes and suffixes correctly (e.g. in-, dis-, anti-, -ly, -ous, -ation)

e Spell homophones correctly (e.g which and witch)

e Spell all of the Year 3 and Year 4 Spelling words correctly.

e To use consistent joined handwriting.
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In our classrooms

What will you see? What will you see?

Year 6
Ateacher-led writing sessionon the Autumn2 ™y, g, A teacher-led writing session on the Autumn 2 topic of
topic of myths and Legends. i M\/ms A/\/b “za Poems that create Images and Explore Vocabulary.
£ 6‘E/‘\/ S ’

Children will be writing their own resolution

to the myth using their p!ans vvritt@n last 46 "“ olay.
week. The focus today will be relative

clauses.

This week the focus is on features of a poem,
performing and adding further verses of their own.

This week is focusing using the plan to
conclude the outcome of their own myth.
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In our classrooms

What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of
our writing topics for
cycle 1
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Phase 3
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 1
2024 - (Y5) (Y5) (Y5) (Y5) (Y5) (Y5)
2025
Third person stories | Dialogue in Narrative | Third person stories Playscripts Playscripts Balanced
Y5 setin another (first person myths set in another culture (Shakespeare 2 Wks Arguments
culture and legends) 3 Wks Retelling) 2 Wks
3 Wks 3 Wks 1 Wk Dialogue in Narrative
Formal Letter of (First Person Myths Biography
Formal Letter of Poems which Application Biography and Legends) 3 Wks
Application explore form 2 Wks 3 Wks 3 Wks
2 Wks 1 Wk Poems which
Playscripts Poems that use word Flexible Block explore form
Poems that use Balanced Argument (Shakespeare play 1 Wk (Enrichment)
word play 2 Wk Retelling) (Enrichment)
Wk 1 1 Wk Wk 1 1 Wk
Flexible Block
Flexible Block 1 Wks
Wk




What does CUSP
look like in the
classroom?

Here is an overview of
our writing topics for
cycle 2
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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Cycle 2
2025 - (Y6) (Y6) (Y6) (Y6) (Y6) (Y6)
2026
Flexible Block First Person Stories Flexible Block News Report Extended First Discursive Writing
Y6 1 Wk with a Moral 1 Wk 1 Wk cont... Person Narrative and Speeches
2 Wks (adventure stories) 2 Wks
Autobiography Extended First Person Autobiography 3 Wks
2 Wks Flexible Block Narrative 2 Wks Shakespear’s
1 Wk (adventure stories) Flexible Block Sonnets
Discursive Writing 3 Wks First Person Stories 1 Wk 1 Wk
and Speeches Poems that create with a Moral
2 Wks Images and Explore Explanatory Texts 2 Wks News Report Shakespear’s
Vocabulary 2 Wks 2 Wks Sonnets
Poems that Create (Enrichment) 1 Wk
Images and Explore Wk News Report (Enrichment)
Vocabulary 1 Wk
1 Wk Explanatory Texts
2 Wks
Flexible Block
1 Wk Flexible Block
2 Wks
-
o
' >
%




In our classrooms

Learning Sequence: h
What does CUSP Y6 Poems that create images and explore vocabulary — war poetry (Block A)

° °
’ k ' k h Part: 1/1 Focus: explicit teaching of the grammatical structures and text conventions required
Oo , e ,n t e ” Connect @ Explain Example @ Attempt \5 Apply / Challenge ;i What success &
@ looks like LEARM
C'assroom ? 1. Explore the themes and conventions of a poem.

Atypical learning
sequence follows this

order. ¥") Connect )
towering
A WhO | e C| ass key Sort the adjectives to show which notlm — sturdy
. phrase(s) they could be used to describe.

vocabulary challenge is damp
usually completed after —_— hulking
each connect slide. inhospitable

dingy

the the cave ;

CUSP
7N —
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In our classrooms
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Connect Explain Example Attempt Apply Challenge 2 2

Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build
secure schemas

Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal

Example - model the new knowledge using the worked
examples

Attempt - practise taught content
Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and
integration

CUSPA
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In our classrooms

What might | see?

Children thinking really hard, orally rehearsing
their sentences or discussing ideas with their
partners.

Children may work with an adult or completely
independently. They may ask their peers for
advice.

You may also see children using a pencil or pen,
developing their cursive writing or practising on
a whiteboard.

CUSPA
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Key Performance Indicators

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of these
bullet points consistently by the end
of Year 5.

Working at the d dard — After di ion with the her can:

P

Write engagingly for a range of purposes with consistent and appropriate structure and
organisation depending on audience and purpose.

Proof-read confidently recognising and amending unnecessary repetition or irrelevant
details.

Consistently organise writing into paragraphs around a theme that are usually suitably
linked.

Use dialogue to convey a character and advance action.

Use full range of punctuation from previous year groups accurately.

Select and use appropriate organisational and presentational devices as needed e.g.
headings, bullet points, underlining.

Use commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguity accurately.

Use a wider range of linking words/phrases between sentences to build cohesion including
time adverbials (later), place adverbials (nearby) and number (secondly).

Use relative clauses beginning with a relative pronoun (who, which, where, when, whose,
that) e.g. Amin, who was the team captain, had already scored an amazing goal.

Use brackets, dashes or to begin to indicate parenthesis.

Use adverbs and modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility (surely, perhaps, should,
might, etc).

Spell many verb prefixes correctly, e.g. deactivate, overturn, misconduct, etc.

Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes, e.g. designate, classify, criticise, etc.

Spell many complex homophones correctly, e.g. affect/effect, practice/practise

Spell many of the Year 5/6 Spelling words correctly.

To use consistent, legible joined handwriting with increasing speed.




Key Performance Indicators

What is the end goal?

To be at age-related expectations,
children should be doing all of these
bullet points consistently by the end
of Year 6.

Working at the expected standard (end of KS2)

e Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good
awareness of the reader (e.g. using first person in a diary; direct address in instructions or persuasive
writing)

e In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere

e Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action

e Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly
appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how
information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)

e Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns,
synonyms) within and across paragraphs

e Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing

e Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other
punctuation to indicate direct speech)

e Spell correctly most year 5 and 6 spelling list words and use a dictionary to check the spelling of
uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary

e Write at speed with legible joined handwriting.




