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● National curriculum was last updated in 2014 

● It details end of Key Stage expectations (e.g. Phase 1,2 and 3) 

● However does not provide detailed objectives, which then 

requires a lot from teachers to plan, resources and create clear 

progression of knowledge and skills  

Statutory Curriculum 

For example 
from the 

Geography 
and DT 

curriculum 



● Partnership project began in January 2023 with Clapham Manor 

● Reviewed and met with the current largest curriculum providers. 

We reviewed their offer against a set criteria of what our pupils 

need and would want 

● Consulated staff 

● Delivered staff training on the chosen provider 

● Trialed units in Summer term of 2023 

● Resources ordered ready for September 2023 launch 

Selection process and preparation   



● We entered a partnership and did not a just by a product

● Serves over 110,000 pupils across 400 schools in the UK and a number abroad as 

well - becoming one of the fastest growing curriculum providers in the UK 

● Research and evidence-led practice guides our principles 

‘CUSP is guided by evidence-led curriculum structures, such as retrieval, spaced 

retrieval practice and interleaving. It is underpinned by explicit vocabulary instruction 

and research-focused pedagogy. Combining these has led to exceptional outcomes for 

pupils, as a result of coherent curriculum design and instructional teaching. It provided 

consistency and expectations. CUSP is unapologetically ambitious – it will not only 

improve outcomes for pupils, but also teacher subject knowledge.’ Alex Bedford 

CUSP



 

Principles of CUSP 



● Cognitive load theory  - the amount of information our working memory can process 

at any given time

● Generative learning practice - involves the active integration of new ideas with 

the learner's existing schemata.

● Explicit teaching of common misconceptions 

● Tasks that require children to ‘think hard’

● Retrieval practice and quizzing  

● High quality resources and images 

Principles of CUSP 





How CUSP supports what we 
know about learning. 



This is why a curriculum that 
builds on prior learning 
continually is crucial. 



This is what 
CUSP offers  



Part of theory 
behind the 

principles of 
CUSP  



● The golden thread of vocabulary is explicitly and systematically 

instructed across the CUSP curriculum offer 

● There is an emphasis on oracy and vocabulary acquisition, 
retention and use, to break down learning barriers and 
accelerate progress. 

● A rich diet of language and vocabulary 

is deliberately planned to erode 

social disadvantage and embed learning. 

Vocabulary  



An example of a 
vocabulary unit 



An example of a 
vocabulary unit 

continued  



An example of a 
vocabulary unit 

tasks



● CUSPs teaching philosophy is based on Rosenshine’s principles 
of instruction - (research into how pupils efficiently acquire, 
rehearse, and connect background knowledge by providing a 
good deal of instructional support)

● An essential component to all of our lessons, is the systematic 
and coherent approach that we embed focusing on the six 
phases of every lesson. 

● This ensures a consistent, familiar learning routine for the 
children, in all subjects

● Having a whole school embedded routine allows for the learning 
content to dominate the task and not the process required of the 
children. This ensures that learning is embedded in both the long 
term and working memory.  

● ‘Practice does not bring about perfection, practice is about 
permanence.’ 

Lesson structure 



• Connect - prior knowledge to prime the memory and build secure 
schemas (links / patterns) 

• Explain - the new knowledge, encouraging rehearsal 

• Example - model the new knowledge using the worked examples 

• Attempt - practise taught content

• Apply - thinking hard tasks to apply disciplinary knowledge

• Challenge - promote deeper thinking, elaboration and integration

Our lesson structure 



● To cover the EYFS Curriculum, we use both non statutory 
guidance and CUSP.

● CUSP allows for foundational building blocks in core concepts to 
be taught in preparation for the development of these skills, as 
they progress through Sudbourne. 

For example; 
Chronology in History  
Painting in Art 
Locational knowledge in Geography  

● These areas are reflected in the EYFS learning environment and 
delivered through focus group tasks and / or carpet sessions 

EYFS - Early Years Foundation Stage  







● High quality model texts 

● Range of genres (types of writing) covered 

● Scaffolds, if needed 

● Ambitious 

● Variety in audiences and purposes of writing 

English  



An example of an English 
block model text and 

knowledge organiser for 
the children 





● The texts have been mapped carefully to ensure a breadth of 

experiences, authors, texts and themes is addressed across 

the Primary years.

● Its core purpose is to expose pupils to a range of high-quality 

literature, that gives every child a mirror in which to see 

themselves and offers a window to children to see a World 

beyond their own. 

● In addition to these texts, there are core poems / text that 

each year group will study in detail. 

 

Reading 



Reading - EYFS  



Reading - EYFS  



Reading - Phase 1 - 3  



Reading - Phase 1   



Reading - Phase 3   



An example of a Reading 
block 



An example of a Reading 
knowledge note for the 

children. 



● The sequence of a block follows a routine pattern to ensures pupils can become 

familiar with the rhythm of a unit.  

● Each block includes the study of key spelling concepts. We call them concepts 

and not rules because there are simply too many exceptions to any pattern for it 

to be a rule. The curriculum is not built around the rote memorisation of spelling 

‘rules’; instead, the focus is building on what pupils have learnt about the 

alphabetic code through Phonics lessons and teaching them to seek patterns 

and reason about how to spell new or unfamiliar words.

● This includes direct instruction of key concepts, revisiting of prior knowledge, 

explicit teaching of reasoning and spelling transfer (the application of spelling 

knowledge into writing) and a deliberate focus on etymology and morphology. 

This ensures that pupils become competent spellers and that they develop the 

independence to identify and correct errors in their independent writing.

Spelling



An example of a Spelling 
block 



● The spelling concepts included in CUSP Spelling are much further reaching 

than the National Curriculum programme of study for Spelling. 



Science

Science substantive 
knowledge concepts that 
progress through each 

phase. 



Science disciplinary knowledge concepts that progress through 
each phase. 



An 
example 

of a 
Science 
block. 



An example of a Science 
knowledge note for the 
children and tasks they 

could do. 



History

History substantive 
knowledge concepts that 
progress through each 

phase. 



History disciplinary knowledge concepts that progress through 
each phase. 



An 
example 

of a 
History 
block. 



An example of our low stake 
quizzes that happen with 
History, Geography and 

Science.  



Geography

Geography substantive 
knowledge concepts that 
progress through each 

phase. 



Geography disciplinary knowledge concepts that progress 
through each phase. 



An example of a 
Geography block 

knowledge 
organiser and 

knowledge note. 





Art and Design

Drawing  Painting Printmaking Textiles 3D Collage Creative 
response 

Art and Design 
substantive knowledge 
concepts that progress 

through each phase. 



Working Artistically 

Shape Line Colour Value Form Texture Space 

Shape is a 
flat (2D) 

area 
surrounded 

by an 
outline or 

edge. 

Lines are 
used to 
show 

movement 
and mood. 

Colour is 
used to 
convey 

atmosphere 
and mood. 

Value is the 
intensity of 
colour and 

depends on 
the amount 

of white 
added. 

Artists use 
form when 
they create 
sculptures. 

Texture is 
the look 

and feel of 
a surface. 

Space in 
artwork 
makes a 

flat image 
look like it 
has form. 

Art and Design  
substantive knowledge 
concepts that progress 

through each phase. 



Examples of outcomes in books 





Range of artists  - modern / historic, 
gender and ethnicity 



CUSP Partnership annual art festival 



Design Technology 

● Mechanisms 
● Textiles 
● Food and Nutrition 
● Structures 
● Understanding 

materials 
● Systems 
● Electrical systems 

Design Technology 
substantive knowledge 
concepts that progress 

through each phase. 



Design Make Evaluate Apply 

The art or process of 
deciding how 

something will look or 
work

Create something by 
combining materials or 
putting parts together 

Form an opinion of the 
value or quality of 

something after careful 
thought 

Uses something or 
make something work 
in a particular situation 

Design Technology 
substantive knowledge 
concepts that progress 

through each phase. 



Examples of outcomes in books 



Range of designers - modern / historic, 
gender and ethnicity 



CUSP Partnership annual food festival 



● Starts in Phase 2 - Year 3 

● CUSP French has been designed to serve young linguists in the modern 
world. Key areas of focus have been deliberately selected to ensure that 
pupils are equipped with knowledge and language that will serve them in 
engaging with important and useful topics such as the environment, 
wellbeing and travel.  

● The curriculum focuses not just on vocabulary acquisition but also on the 
building blocks of learning a new language. 

● CUSP French has a specific emphasis on teaching pupils about French 
customs, traditions and heritage, including those that are both similar or 
different to pupils’ own experiences of life in modern Britain. For example, 
significant French figures are introduced throughout the curriculum, as are 
notable French landmarks. Pupils will learn about the geography of France 
and its place within the wider world, including key trade exports and 
significant achievements of the French civilisation through history. 

●

●

French 



An example of a French 
block. 



 


