
Writing

Welcome to our 

CUSP writing 

workshop.



Long term writing sequencing

. 
Types of writing the children will be exposed to on their writing journey. 



Strong Start

. 

Strong start lessons are used at the beginning of the academic year to revisit 
basic principles of sentence structure from the precious year.  These lessons 
focus on sentence composition, particularly punctuation and grammar and 
secure a foundational understanding for all pupils to access the year. 



Strong start example Year 4



Writing Lesson Structure

Children get a chance to:

● Revisit prior learning (connect)

● Unpick vocabulary  (vocabulary)

● Orally rehearse (explain)

● Have a worked example modelled (example) 

● Have a supported attempt (attempt)

● Have an independent attempt (apply)

● Dive deeper and consolidate (challenge)



Knowledge Note

Summarise and 
exemplify key 
concepts.



End of unit assessment

Pupils are familiar 

with the ingredients 

for a successful end 

outcome based on 

the build up and 

practice in the 

lessons prior. 

They self mark at 

the end of each 

writing unit before 

the teacher 

assesses.



Key Performance Indicators

Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) are a national tool used 

to assess children in their writing.  

Early Years are assessed using the EYFS Profile.

Each year group from 1 - 6 is assessed according to KPI’s 

with key indicators being used at the end of each year 

group. 

It is used to guide teachers to ensure that children are 

working at the national age-related expectations.



Key Performance Indicators

End of reception expectations (ELG)



Nursery

A picture and sounds from the story ‘Runaway 

Pancake’.

Using phonics to 

segment  and write 

‘vet’ and cut’.



Reception

Writing words and captions for pictures.



Reception

Writing phonetically plausible words.



Reception

Writing phonetically plausible words.



Key Performance Indicators

End of KS1 (phase 1) expectations for writing.



Wonderful Work

Year 1 

Shape 

poem

Cursive handwriting

Rhyming poetry 

Year 2



Key Performance Indicators

End of KS2 (phase 3) expectations for writing.



Wonderful Work

Organisational and presentational devices
Y6



Wonderful Work

Third person narrative, Y4

Instructional writing,

Y4



Wonderful Work

Adventure Story, Year 6



Wonderful Work

Newspaper article, 

Y6



Prerequisites for good handwriting

Gross motor skills and hand-eye coordination activities are 

good foundations for fine motor skills to build on.

Without proprioception, 

you wouldn't be able to 

move without thinking 

about your next step. It is 

your body’s ability to 

sense movement.



Prerequisites for good handwriting

Dynamic tripod grip gives 

ultimate control and articulation 

of the pencil.



Prerequisites for good handwriting

Good indicators to assess children that may have 

barriers to writing. 



EYFS

● Opportunities for climbing, running, catching, using different body 

parts at the same time.

● Fine motor opportunities i.e. using tweezers, holding scissor 

correctly, playing with malleable such as playdough.

● Good vestibular (balance and core) to encourage good writing 

posture i.e. dressing independently; playing on swings and monkey 

bars.

● Encourage good tripod grip.

KS1

● Reading! Exceptional readers make exceptional writers.

● Exposure to different texts i.e. newspapers, magazines to develop 

an understanding of different text structures and formats.

● Encourage tripod grip

● Encourage oral rehearsal before transposing into writing

● Support the use of description i.e. adverbs and adjectives when out 

and about 

What can you do at home?



KS2

● Encourage detail in writing such as character description and 

dialogue

● Support oral rehearsal and planning of ideas

● Encourage children to take pride in their presentation

● Use dictionaries to check spelling and thesaurus’ to develop wider 

vocabulary. 

● Encouraging children to write for a real purpose and audience 

What can you do at home?


