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Date: Tuesday 12th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I am writing to provide you with an update on the school’s current position after the 

partial reopening last week at the start of the spring term. As you know the school is 

only open to certain pupils. Sudbourne is unfortunately closed to the majority of pupils 

until February half term, when the government plans to make a further review of the 

current situation.  

 

Last week and this week (similar to the lockdown period last year) Sudbourne has a 

higher number of pupils attending than other schools. We have had up to nearly 100 

pupils a day attend school since the start of the term. This has meant that we have 

had to operate 8 separate class bubbles. As a result, the vast majority of staff have 

been required to work at the school to ensure that we can operate safely and 

securely.  

 

This inevitably means that we have a very limited number of staff available to plan 

and deliver online learning for pupils who cannot attend. Currently, I have only four 

staff per day planning and managing the online learning for the whole school.  We are 

wanting to provide more of a connection between the staff and children at home 

through the use of interactive and live learning sessions. However, this is made 

extremely challenging with the small number of staff that I can deploy to this task.  

 

The government’s key message is to ‘stay home’. Please only send your child to school 

if you cannot safely care for your child at home. I ask this because our resources to 

provide both face to face learning in school for pupils who are eligible to attend, 

together with online learning for pupils who are at home are very stretched. They are 

at such a point that I have no reserve or flexibility to cover staff absence safely. If there 

is staff absence, I may have to temporarily close classes in school at very short notice. 

The government guidance says that ‘children with at least one parent or carer who is 

a critical worker can go to school or college if required, but parents and carers should 

keep their children at home if they can.’ Therefore, please only send your child to 

school if you need to. 

 

We are hoping to make changes to our online learning and I will write later in the week 

with details of what we plan to do. 

 

Take care and keep safe, 

 

Richard Blackmore 

Headteacher 


