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17th July 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Revised arrangements for September 2020 

Thank you once again for your kind wishes, patience and support during this turbulent 

time. We are delighted that we will be welcoming all pupils back in September. All 

pupils will return on Monday 7th September. Children will not be attending school on 

Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September but your child will be invited to a short transition 

visit for an hour and three quarters with their new teacher on either the Thursday or 

Friday. 

 

School organisation on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 

We will be having an emotional and mental health-led approach to the start of school 

for pupils and parents on the Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September as mentioned 

above. Obviously, the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent lockdown is an 

unprecedented situation in modern times. It is hard to gauge the full impact that the 

situation is having on children’s and indeed adult’s mental health and wellbeing. 

Therefore, we will have a series of times for small numbers of pupils to come in to 

school on these days so that we can help pupils and parents transition gently back 

into school after such a long period away from school. Every pupil will be provided 

with one time slot on either the Thursday or Friday to come into school and spend 

some quality time with their new teacher. This would mean that the staff will be able to 

have time to talk to each pupil individually. You will receive an email to tell you which 

of these time slots your child has been allocated, 8.45am-10.30am, 10.45am-12.30pm 

or 1.30pm - 3.15pm on either the Thursday and the Friday. These times will also enable 

us to prepare pupils and parents for what it will look like and feel, especially given that 

they will suddenly not be socially distancing in its fullest sense when they come back to 

school. All pupils will come back full time in all year groups from Monday 7th 

September. The DfE guidance has said that it is asking schools to work to secure 

regular school attendance as this will be essential to help pupils catch up on missed 

education, make progress and promote their wellbeing and wider development. We 

believe that this strategy will be successful in ensuring that regular attendance starts 

from the 7th September and is sustained. 

 

School organisation from Monday 7th September onwards 

In accordance with the guidance we received this week regarding the wider re-

opening of school to all pupils in September, we are delighted to be able to welcome 

all year groups back on 7th September 2020. In line with government guidelines, all 

children will be expected to attend school from September 2020. As always, there will 

be the usual staggered start process for our new Nursery and Reception class children. 

Further information regarding start dates for new Nursery and Reception class children 

will be send to relevant parent/carers in due course. 

 

There are a number of requirements that we currently have in place. We will also be 

making further changes to the school day and the organisation of pupils. This is 
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because the government has asked schools to continue to minimise the amount of 

contact the children will have with other classes during the school day. This is part of 

implementing the system of controls to reduce the risk of transmission. Please see the 

information below. If the situation changes in any way over the summer holiday, we 

will contact you via email so please be sure to check for emails from the school. 

 

Class groups from Monday 7th September 2020 

The children will be taught in their class groups. These class groups will replace the 

‘pods’ that they have been in this Summer term. We will also be reducing the amount 

of contact between these class groups by keeping them as separate as possible. For 

example, we will not be having daily assemblies. Playtimes and lunchtimes will also be 

even more staggered. 

 

School start and finishing timings from Monday 7th September 2020 

The school gates will open at 8.30am. We will be welcoming back the children as 

follows: 

 

YEAR START TIME FINISH TIME 

Nursery (AM session)* 8.30am 11.30pm 

Nursery (PM session)* 12.30pm 3.15pm 

Reception* 9.00am 3.00pm 

Year 1 9.00am 3.00pm 

Year 2 9.00am 3.00pm 

Year 3 8.45am 3.15pm 

Year 4 8.45am 3.15pm 

Year 5 8.45am 3.15pm 

Year 6 8.45am 3.15pm 
*Nursery & Reception children will have different start dates in Autumn Term. The relevant Parents/Carers will 

be informed of their child’s start date accordingly. 

 

For parents/carers dropping off siblings at the start of the school day, please drop off 

your child with earliest start time first. 

 

For parents/carers collecting siblings at the end of the school day, please pick up the 

child with the earliest finish time first and speak to Ricky Kite (Premises Manager) or the 

senior leader on duty in the playground, who can arrange for the other sibling(s) to 

meet you in the playground. 

 

For the wellbeing of our school community and to help us maintain social distancing, 

we ask that you please: 

 

• keep to the timings above 

• come as close to these timings as possible 

• avoid congregating in the playground or outside the school gates 

• leave as swiftly as possible after dropping your child off  
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If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, please inform the senior leader on duty in 

the playground or email admin@sudbourne.com to arrange a visit or a phone call with 

your child’s teacher. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club will be running from 7th September 2020 onward. Breakfast club will be in 

the Junior Hall and drop off is between 7:45am and 8:15am for breakfast club children 

only. Bookings can be made via www.schoolgateway.com. Please contact 

admin@sudbourne.com  with any breakfast club enquiries. 

 

Kids’ City Afterschool Childcare (3.30pm to 6.00pm) 

Kids’ City are hoping to be operating from September. We will update you when a firm 

decision has been made by their management.  

 

Extra-Curricular Afterschool Clubs (3.30pm to 4.30pm) 

There will be no Sudbourne School extra-curricular afterschool clubs for the Autumn 

Term 2020. We plan to resume these for the Spring Term 2021. 

 

Lunchtime 

We are pleased to announce that we will have a new catering contactor from 1st 

September – ISS. We plan for hot meals to be available from September 2020. 

Lunchtimes will be staggered to reduce contact and this will mean that the period 

children will be having lunch will be extended.  

 

Planned Building Works and School Office Arrangements 

We are having some significant building works during the summer break and this will 

continue into the Autumn Term and indeed into 2021. A particularly important part of 

the work is to the main school office. As a result, the school office will be temporarily 

relocated to the Music Studio in the infant playground until the planned works are 

complete. To accommodate the temporary smaller working environment and reduce 

congestion at the start and end of the school day, some school administrative services 

will continue to operate remotely. We therefore ask that parents/carers call or email 

the school office with any enquiries in the first instance. 

 

Access to the school and Scooter/Bike Parking 

The access to the school will be through the main gates at the start and end of school 

but during school hours, we will be using the pedestrian gate to the right of the main 

gates leading to a secure area around the Music Studio. As room will be very tight next 

term, there will be very little room for scooters/bikes to be left on site whilst the works 

tale place and during the school day so we ask that you take your child’s scooter/bike 

home with you after drop off. 

 

Headteacher/Parent Meeting – 16th July 2020 

Thank you to all parents who attended the virtual meeting yesterday afternoon. I very 

much valued your questions and feedback about the school’s work during this time. 
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School will finish promptly at 2pm on Tuesday 21st July 2020. I would like to wish you 

and your families a safe and happy summer break. 

 

Take care, 

 

Richard Blackmore  

Headteacher 


