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22nd May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

                        

 I am writing to you to inform you of the arrangements from the 1st June. 

I am sorry to have to tell that at this point in time with our current 

available staff we will be unable to open the school to more pupils than 

we are currently open to (key workers’ children and vulnerable pupils) 

from the 1st June. Our priority is to ensure that pupils can be safely 

managed in school and in the interests of health we will need to phase 

the return of other pupils very carefully when we have capacity to do 

so. This will be under constant review because we want to be open to 

as many pupils as possible but safely. 

  

Our plan and schedule for the wider reopening of the school to more 

pupils is set out below: 

• 1st June – school opens to key workers’ children and vulnerable 

pupils. 

• 8th June - school opens to key workers’ children, vulnerable pupils 

and Year 1 pupils. 

• 22nd June - school opens to key workers’ children, vulnerable 

pupils, Year 1 pupils and Year R pupils. 

• 6th July - school opens to key workers’ children, vulnerable pupils, 

Year 1, Year R and Year 6 pupils. 

 

To facilitate social distancing at lunch time, the children will be provided 

with a packed lunch by our catering contractor, Caterlink. Only those 

children who are not eligible for free school meals/universal free school 

meals must pay for their child's packed lunch via 

www.schoolgateway.co.uk as usual. Alternatively, you can provide your 

child with a healthy packed lunch – no nuts please.  

 

Later in July we may possibly admit nursery pupils, but the addition of 

the nursery pupils will depend on how successful the reintroduction is of 

reception pupils. I am very concerned about how well social distancing 

would be achieved with children of such a young age. 

 

http://www.schoolgateway.co.uk/
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We know that this may be disappointing for some of our pupils and 

parents. However, the safety and health of the pupils, staff and parents 

is our top priority. These current arrangements will be reviewed weekly in 

line with the most recent DfE guidance and our staffing capacity. This 

would enable us to see if we can increase numbers/year groups safely. 
 

Since the 23rd March we have continued to be open to a growing and 

a much higher than anticipated number of pupils from key worker 

parents and vulnerable pupils. This has presented challenges in itself. This 

staggered start of opening to more pupils will help to ensure pupils and 

staff are as safe as possible and will help us to learn how best to meet 

the additional needs of pupils who are returning. The first week of term 

would enable staff to meet and plan together for the reopening. Staff 

have not met together for over two months and this would enable us all 

to fully understand and implement the organisation and procedures 

required with increased numbers of pupils and staff.  
 

Lambeth have said that as a Council and Schools Partnership, they are 

advising a measured and incremental approach. Their aim is to have 

more children attending school but ensuring that the health, safety and 

wellbeing of staff, children and the wider community are taken in to 

account.  
 

The decision to admit the younger children is because children in 

Reception and Year 1 are at the very beginning of their school career.  

They are mastering the essential basics including counting, the 

fundamentals of reading and writing and learning to socialise with their 

peers. Early education lays the foundation for lifelong learning and 

supports children’s social and emotional development. We will provide 

further details and planning for any wider opening of the school as and 

when it is appropriate and safe to do so.  
 

I have thought very long and hard with my colleagues about this as it 

was an extremely difficult decision to make. However, I feel that this is 

the right decision for the health and well-being of the school community 

at this time.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Blackmore  

Headteacher 


