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16 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Online Gaming – Risk to Children’s Safeguarding 

 

We have recently noticed an increasing number of children at Sudbourne 

talking about ‘online multi-player’ games such as Roblox, which has given us 

cause for concern.   

 

Generally speaking, some of the games children are playing at home are 

graded as unsuitable for children under 12 years.  However, many are rated 

as suitable for under 12 years old but do still pose a risk to children. 

 

Games like these cannot be accessed at school.  They are blocked by the 

London Grid for Learning, on all iPad and computers at Sudbourne.   

 

Children are at risk with their home computer usage, which is why we are 

writing to all parents/carers to raise your awareness about online safety in 

general, and more specifically about the risks posed by Roblox. 

 

Roblox is a very popular online multi player game similar in appearance to 

Minecraft. Roblox is primarily an online platform that hosts user/player made 

online games. Players can choose which games they want to play and 

create their own. Games can be anything from navigating obstacle courses, 

finding your way through a spooky maze, role playing games and much 

more. Some games are quite scary and too violent for younger players. Some 

games contain murder, guns and other horror themes. Players can also build 

their own “worlds” or games via the Roblox Studio app, but once launched 

they are public. 

 

Unlike Minecraft there is no overall single player options or private play on all 

the games with only whitelisted, vetted real life friends within all the games. 

Some games on this platform can have a VIP or private aspect to them that 

can be invite only, this usually costs money.  

 

If your child plays any of the games on this platform it’s likely they will be 

playing alongside or with other players they don’t know in the game. 

 

 

 

https://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us?id=221897
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Like all multi player online games with user generated content (content built 

by the players themselves), there is a risk of stranger danger and adult 

content, 

 

Parent reviews report that many children have been exposed to adult 

content within Roblox, been bullied on the game, and have been 

approached and sent messages by persons masquerading as someone 

else/fictional online persona. 

 

The parental controls accessed via the account restrictions are essential for 

younger children. Worryingly however, these controls do not block all adult 

content or random friend requests. 

 

Therefore, we highly recommend parents/carers to: 

 

1. Monitor their child(ren)’s internet usage 

2. Restrict gaming to games that do not include online, multi-player 

functionality 

3. Make use of Childnet for further advice/guidance. 

 

Childnet has a dedicated area to support parents and carers with 

information on key online safety topics, advice and activities to share with 

your child.  They have recently updated some of their internet safety 

resources for parents and carers.  The new suite of resources can help the 

whole family to stay safe online. 

 

You can access the new resources here: www.childnet.com/parents-and-

carers 

 

Best wishes 

 

Sophia Henderson 

Deputy Headteacher/Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

cc. Victoria Fox – Computing Lead 

 


