
Spelling at Sudbourne 

Phase 1: Year 1 

In Year 1, spelling is taught alongside reading through the Read, Write Inc 

phonics programme. We used a range of strategies to teach spelling 

including ‘sounding out’ phonetically plausible words (segmenting spoken 

words into individual phonemes) and learning common exception words 

(‘red words’ in Read, Write Inc books) by daily exposure to these to embed 

them in pupils’ long term memories.  

At this stage, pupils will be spelling some words in a phonetically plausible 

way, even if this means they are spelt incorrectly.  

We follow the National Curriculum which expects pupils to be able to spell: 

- words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

- common exception words  

- the days of the week  

Pupils are taught how to add simple prefixes such as -un and suffixes 

including: –s or –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est. 

Pupils are taught the names of the letters of the alphabet and the order of 

the alphabet. They can then use these letter names to distinguish between 

alternative spellings of the same sound.  

 

Phase 1: Year 2 

In Year 2, spelling is taught alongside reading through the Read, Write Inc 

phonics programme. As in Year 1, we used a range of strategies to teach 

spelling including ‘sounding out’ and rote learning common exception 

words.  

Once the Read, Write Inc programme is completed, we begin to move 

towards more word-specific knowledge of spelling, including homophones. 

At this stage children’s spelling should be phonically plausible, even if not 

always correct. They cover a range of spelling skills including: 

- spelling more words with contracted forms 

- the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for example, the girl’s book] 

- distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones 

Pupils learn how to add further suffixes including: –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly  

 

 

 

 

 



Phase 2: 

In Years 3-4, Spelling lessons are taught 1 x week for 45 minutes.  

Pupils learn words which include a range of spelling patterns that are 

appropriate for their age.  

There are approximately 100 words which pupils are expected to spell 

accurately under the National Curriculum Programme of Study. We add 2 of 

these into pupils’ spelling lists each week, and call them our ‘dynamic duo’. 

Pupils are given 10 words to learn each week. 

Each lesson is made up of 4 sections: 

-    spelling test 

-    revision of words previously taught 

-    direct teaching of a spelling pattern or word type 

-    explicit teaching of the ‘dynamic duo’ words 

 

When unsure of a spelling, pupils are taught to begin to use a dictionary to 

find the correct spelling of a word. 

 

Phase 3: 

In Years 5-6, Spelling lessons are taught 1 x week for 45 minutes.  

Pupils learn words which include a range of spelling patterns that are 

appropriate for their age, including silent letters.  

There are approximately 100 words which pupils are expected to spell 

accurately under the National Curriculum Programme of Study. We add 2 of 

these into pupils’ spelling lists each week, and call them our ‘dynamic duo’. 

Pupils are given 10 words to learn each week. 

 

Each lesson is made up of 4 sections: 

-   spelling test 

-    revision of words previously taught 

-    direct teaching of a spelling pattern or word type 

-    explicit teaching of the ‘dynamic duo’ words 

 

When unsure of a spelling, pupils are taught to use the first three or four letters 

of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary and 

how to use a thesaurus.  


